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Rate Survey General Information
Participation
This report is based on input from 19 freelance copy editors. 18 copy editors provided time-based rate
data and only 6 provided page-based rate data (some provided both). Therefore percentile breakdowns for
per-page rates are not included in this report. 
Data from an additional 5 copy editors who reported no copy editing work during the past quarter was not
included. This statistic is important because it indicates a drop in demand even though it is also possible
that some or all of these copy editors were busy with other, more profitable work.
All rates are those actually charged, not asking rates. 

New Calculations
This quarter percentile calculations based on billable hours was added. These calculations assume that
each copy editor billed all hours at the same rate, so it is not a true percentile but it does provide a more
accurate picture of market rates because because it accurately weights the affect of each editor on the
market rate. 

Similar percentile calculations were made for page-based rates using the number of billable hours for
weighting. For the purpose of this calculation it was assumed that the number of pages edited equaled the n
How Rates Were Calculated
The way rates are calculated affects the outcome. 

Average by Editor and percentile rates are calculated in units of rate per editor with no weight given to the
number of hours each editor works. 
In other words Avg = (RateForA + RateForB) / NumberOfEditors.
For example, if editor A works 200 hours/mo and charges 50 NIS/hour, while editor B works 100 hours/mo
and charges 100 NIS/hr the average is calculated as follows:
Avg = (50 + 100) / 2 = 75 .

Average by Hours is a weighted average that places more weight on rates for editors who have more
billable hours and therefore more impact on the market. In other words Avg = TotalAmountBilled / Total
Hours.

For example, if editor A works 200 hours/mo and charges 50 NIS/hour, while editor B works 100 hours/mo
and charges 100 NIS/hr the average is calculated as follows:
Avg = (10,000 + 10,000) / 300 = 66.67 .

Exchange Rates
All but 1 copy editors reported their primary currency for rates as NIS. That copy editor reported $USD.
Therefore that rate was converted to NIS at the Jul 15 exchange rate of 3.919 . 
This is the reason that some of the percentile rate are uneven amounts (that percentile happened to be a
$USD rate converted to NIS).
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Median and Percentiles

Median is what is the rate for the person in the middle, with the same number of people earning the same
or more as those earning that rate or less.

Percentiles are a ranking of entries with the lowest at 1 and the highest at 100.

25% rate means that 25% earn that rate or less, and 75% earn that rate or more. This is a low-end rate -
most copy editors earn more.

50% rate means that 50% earn that rate or less, and 50% earn that rate or more. This is what the average,
run-of-the-mill copy editor should expect to earn.

75% rate means that 75% earn that rate or less, and 25% earn that rate or more. This is what a copy editor
who is the starting point for a high-end rate.  

90% rate means that 90% earn that rate or less, and 10% earn that rate or more. This is a high-end rate -
these figures are not included in this report, but I do have them for personal consulting.
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Nationwide Overview

Hourly Rates Nationwide

A
verage (by H

ours)

A
verage (by Editor) 25%

50%

75%

%
 of total

40.00

60.00

80.00

100.00

120.00

N
IS

/h
ou

r

Hourly Rate 89.96 97.74 65.00 97.04 110.00 39.94 86.96

Average (by 
Hours)

Average (by 
Editor) 25% 50% 75% Std Dev % of total

Per Page Rates Nationwide (percentiles not shown)
A

verage (by H
ours)

A
verage (by Editor)

M
edian

%
 of total

20.00

30.00

40.00

50.00

60.00

N
IS

/2
50

 w
or

d 
pa

ge

250-word page 44.81 47.92 50.00 19.50 30.43

Average (by Hours) Average (by Editor) Median Std Dev % of total

This report is copyrighted and for your personal use only! You can show it to a client or potential client 
during rate negotiations, but not give access or printed copies.



Copyright (c) 2009 Svi Ben-Elya. All rights reserved.
Q4 2009 Freelance Rates for Copy Editors

Access to survey results can be purchased online at 
http://elephant.org.il/salarybenefits/quarterly_report_pricing.html

Page 4 of 9

Nationwide Overview (Based on Number of Hours Per Copy Editor) - NEW!!!

Hourly Rates Nationwide
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Breakdown by Experience

Hourly Rates by Experience
<5 years was not included due to too little data
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Per Page Rates by Experience 
<10 yrs was not included due too little data
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Breakdown by Age

Hourly Rates by Age Group
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Page based rates by age group were not included because of a problem with the data that requires 
clarification.
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Breakdown by Geography
Participation in this survey was much higher in Jerusalem than any other part of Israel. It is not clear 
whether this is due to the fact that the COandPI group is strongest in the Jerusalem area or if it is 
representative. Because over 40% of the participants listed their primary client area as 02, I gave a 
separate breakdown where data for all other areas are combined. Interestingly, no one reported working in 
the 03 area.

Unlike with technical and marcom writers, having overseas clients is quite common for Israeli copy editors 
and proofreaders. However this quarter none of the participants reported "outside of Israel" as the primary 
location of their clients.
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Editors by Area Code
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Breakdown by Sex

Breakdown by Sex (Hourly)
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